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the Illness of a soldier, hastens to the side of a wounded com-"
rade, and takes intense interest in the tribulations and
spiritual crises suffered by many of those men of shattered
lives; men whose limbs have been wrecked by the storm, but
whose spirits are sound, and sunk in a natural depth of kind-
ness, eager to be reborn some day in a fair and luminous
spring,
He treats his soldiers with the superior mastery of a leader,
And he loves them as companions because he lives with them
in those frontier zones of battle where the Fatherland ends
and begins. With the soldiers he has shared the worries, the
hardships, and the illusions of that life in the vanguard in
which everything is lacking and in which everything seems
superfluous. He has suffered the fire of burning days, and the
snows and fog of winter, under a field tent like those of the
soldiers or in the open air, identified with them through the
same dangers and united to them by the same destiny.
That is why Franco is the perfect soldier, who wields over
his troops an influence that brands them with the strength of
a style. The style of the Legion, which is passed on and per-
severes through years and vicissitudes, which is peculiar to
that colonial infantry, and which other troops have imposed
upon themselves as a model and have imitated when they
wished to excel. A spirit that Franco saw dawn in Ceuta,
beheld resplendent in Melilla and Tetuan, and for which he
dreamed of a glory without end.
Among the memorable events of this first period as Com-
mander of the Legionnaires stands out the liberation of
Tifarauin, a position besieged by the enemy, and where the
besieged were holding out with an indomitable spirit.
Franco had returned from a short trip to the Peninsula,
and the news of his arrival had been transmitted to the de-
fenders of the position by a message directed to Second
Lieutenant Topete, the leading spirit in the defence, in which